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There is nothing the Government and people of Israel would like 

better than to pull every last Israeli out of Lebanon . The Israelis now 

have approximately 25,000 troops stationed in Lebanon . The majority of 

the Israeli contingent is male , with manual o r t echnical skills--i n other 

words , personnel desperately needed by Israel ' s domestic economy. 

The Isr aelis cannot even consider l eaving Leba non unless there is a 

firm and enforceable agreement for the simultaneous withdrawal o f Syrian 

troops . 

Since the end of overt hostilities in Lebanon, the Soviet Union has 

engaged in a massive buildup of the military power of her proxy , Syria. 

The Syrian military regime is much more powerful now than it was at 

the outset of the War in Lebanon . 

Parti cularl y frightening to Israel and those who wish her we l l is 

the transfer from the Soviets to Syria of FA-5 missiles . Along with the 

missiles, the thoughtful Russians have supplied a full complement of 

Russian technicians to opera te the missile batteries. 

It is impossible for even the most determined Israeli propagandist 

to exaggerate the significance of the Soviet FA- 5 missiles . The range 

of these awesome weapons is approximately 300 miles. They bring 

Israel's ma j or population centers under t he shadow of Soviet mi ssiles . 

The buildup of Syrian might is by no means restricted to Soviet 

missiles . The Syrian infantry encamped in the Bekaa Valley and other 

areas of Lebanon totals nearly 30,000 men . 

The dangers to Israel are abundantly clear to even the most dis 

passionate observer . If Israel were to unilaterally withdraw from 

Lebanon , two thi ngs would be likely to occur. First , the Syrians would 

claim de facto sovereignty over much of Lebanon . Second , the Syrians 

would exten d a red carpet from "their" chunk of Lebanon up to the Galilee. 

Lebanon' s government is still far too week to be taken ser iously 

by anyone . 

A one-sided withdrawal of Israeli troops could, in a matter of 

weeks, bring Israel full circle. After sacrificing nearly 500 l ives , 

incurring heavy casualti es , spending enormous sums of money and generat

ing consider able friction, both with the United States and with world 

Jewry, Israel would once again b e faced with a P.L.O . quasi- state on 

its border . 
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I am doing my best to point out these rather obvious facts to my 

colleagues in Congress and friends in the media who insist on interpret

ing Israel's behavior as "belligerent," "intransigent, .. and "defiant." 

One need not be a political scientist to recognize that the 

Israeli Government has a profound moral obligation to prevent a return 

to the conditions the war in Lebanon was launched to correct. 

I am especially disappointed in those who countenance such pres

sures against Israel by the United States as reduction in aid or delayed 

delivery of F-16 jet fighters. Pressure can work only if the pressured 

party truly has a range of options. Israel has no alternatives in 

Lebanon right now. "Pressure .. merely brings pointless hardship and 

anxiety to a nation with which we are supposed to have a profound and 

enduring diplomatic, military, and moral alliance. 
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